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THE RAILROAD-PIPELINE ARGUMENT: ONE YEAR LATER 


It has been nearly a year since I released my report 
"Canada's 'Unemployable' Northerners: Square Pegs in Round 
Holes in the System to be Created for the International Trans- 
fer of Energy by Pipeline from Northern Canada to the United 
States” During this past year much of what I stated in my 
original report has now been verified by the work of others and 
many of my predictions are being echoed even by oil and gas 
industry spokesmen. 

Let me at this point briefly review some of the major 
moents sl made in my Necember 1, 1972 renort released at the 
American Anthropological Association annual meeting in Toronto 
together with what others are now saying: 

at iestated in the reporc chat in contrast° to what gov- 
ernment and industry spokesmen were saying at the time, the 
proposed gas pipeline would bring very little new permanent 
employment into the N.W.T. especially in the case of native 
northerners. Also, I pointed out that the only Indian and 
Eskimo people who would likely be able to meet the rigid educa- 
tional and technical standards demanded by the pipeline com- 
panies are precisely those same individuals who have no trouble 
finding employment at the present time. In fact even now var- 
ious government agencies and private businessmen are constantly 
Eevee to ure such native northerners away from their present 


revetment is thus. with ereat interest that.I see that, now 
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even gas and oil industry svokesmen agree with this forecast as have 
also many government officials. 

2 I stated in the report that wnless a nortnern community Lay 
very near the proposed pipeline route, the pipeline builders felt that 
it: would not make much "economic sense” to supply any natural gas to 
the community. It was thus with ereat ‘interest that I recently learned 
from newspaper reports that many northern communities including Yel- 
lowmnife are now realizing that unless drastic action is soon taicen 
they wili never receive even as much as one cubic foot.of their ow 
natural gas since by their relatively small size they provide very 
limited market areas for the LAS. 

Je I stated in my report that the Pointe d Mountain Pipeline 
project, which in many resvects provides imoortant clues as to wnat. 
Wili probably occur in the North when the Mackenzie line is built, 
completely destroys the myth that native northerners will receive much 
benefit from gas pipeline construction and overation activities. As 
I stated then,. despite very heavy government pressure on the companies 
and unions, only a handful of native northerners got jobs during the 
construction pnase of the project and that these individuals were 
hired for atte most: temporary and unskilled labor to be perforned. 

Thus it.was no great surorise to me when later newsnaper accounts 
reported that this particular project now that it. is overating on a 
permanent basis, employs no native northerners whatsoevere 

4% $I stated in my weport that the oil and gas industry by 
-spénding so tremendously large amounts of money on ereea cea and 
environmental investigations while spending so little on social impact 
research was in effect telling all northerners that while the welfare 


of caribou and fish is imnortant for political reasons, the veirare 
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of northern veople really isn't. Both government and industry spokes-~ 
men cleverly disguised this by saying that they were "saving" the 
enimals so that northern people could continue to be "happy" hunters, 
eae and trappers. Poweuer: as I pointed ovt in my report and 

as many others have fully verified, each year fewer and fewer north- 
erners are able to make a decent living from Mochc. Picnine and 
trepping. The many economic end political pressures that I discussed 
at. length in my Tt cane the requirement. that children Berend 
school for a large portion of the year) continue to concentrate the 
population of the north into a relatively Few major northern centers 
which makes the nomadic pursuit of the hunting, fishing, and trapping 
way of life a virtual impossibility for the large majority of north- 
ern residents even if they wented to give up the comfort of the heated 
house and bar to return to the rigors af the tranline often at 30 to 
60 degrees below zero. Thus, although many government and industry 
spokesmen at least publically seem to be unaware of the real concern 
of most native northerners, those of us who heave witnessed the rus 

of native applicants to seek vositions on such projects as “ork 
Arctic™, the Pointed Nountain Pipeline, and "tire North's ro2d clearin: 
effort — aren't. However, I do not mean to imply that native north- 
erners are not concerned about the welfere of the animals and natural 
environment that surrounds them but I wish to point out that the ovt- 
spoken concern of many native leaders over vishts to land and wild- 
life reflect. the fact that.many native neople have already given up 
hove of ever being given onvortunities for nermanent employment in 


the dominant economie structure of Canedian society and now fear that 
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bad in the depressed welfare commmities of the north. 

It should also be pointed out at this time that contrary to 
popular: southern myth, the North is not a land of biological plenty, 
As biologists have long ace, ERE rates for most plants and animals 
are much slower’ in the North than in southern Canada. Therefore once 
such things as the world famous enormous fish are all taken from a 
northern lake only drastic fishing restriction for many years can 
ever restore the size of later fish to the original large dimensions. 
ries given the present fairly large native population of the North 
and the most optimistic growth projections resulting from the most 
massive "successfull attempts to promote programs of birth control, 
it is very doubtful that even if they were widely disversed across 
the Land, native northerners could ever again completely support then- 
selves through ernes er and trapping uctivities. 

5. I stated in my report that in contrast to the proposed gas 
pipeline which can only be used for the transport of a single product 
which will in just a relatively few years disappear from the North, 
one: proposed alternative to the pipeline, a railroed, can be used to 
transport an unlimited variety of goods and resources with a potentiall 
unlimited workhknrirkert capacity eoae fairly easily modificd to meet 
the constantly changing demands of both the consumer and the producer. 
The railroad could return goods and raw materiels to the North at the 
same time it is conveying oil, liquified natural gas. and ores to the 
Bouth,. a feat not possible with a Morrone unidtrectional carrier 
such as the provosed nineline. Thus the potential economic Nop ineotet 
of the proposed railroad is far greater for the North and its white 


as well as native residents, and for Canzda in generei, than with 
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the proposed vipeline. 

Although both the pipeline and the railroad wonld generate many 
jobs in both the North as well as the remainder of Canada during the 
construction Biaceieecen then the types of employment open to both 
native and white northerners would be much more limited with the 
pipeline option since much pipeline construction requires highly 
trained and specialized work crews most of which would be imported 
from southern Canada and the U.S... With the railroad option, secondary 
employment opportunities in the North would also be more important 
during the construction phase. For eaameial sawmills providing ties 
would employ 625 men over a2 ot year period according to a report 
prepared in August 1972 by the Canadian miseicace of Guided Ground 
Transport at Queen's University. In contrast, the secondary employ— 
ment opportunities offered py the pipeline option in the North appear 
to be much more Limited, since most of their: material and machinery 
would be imported from Southern Geneas the UsSe. and Japan. 

Bowever the real difference between the two projects would 
appear during the operating phases of each. In contrast to the 
"boom-and-bust" cycle that would likely be generated by the construction 
and operation of the proposed gas pipeline, the proposed railroad 
would provide for a pattern of much more orderly economic growth in 
the ore and permanent employment opportunities for literally 
thousands of native and white northerners. In fact, in the Queen's 
University penaat it was estimated that the actual direct: employment 
on the railrosd in the North when it is in operation would rise from 
the 4, 500 men needed for the construction nhase to 5,000 mene hace 
enother 5,000 permanent service jobs would be created in the !orth 
puueomiiejoreney northern city would be erected at Trout River with 
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an estimated population of 25,000 people bringing into the N.W.T. 
en additional 80 million dollars in gross personal income and addition=- 
al retail sales of greater then 35 million dollars. 

In Badition. in Sonthern Canada an estimated 13. O0O new permanent 
jobs would be created by the ie tee generating 106 million dollars 
in new wages... It is also important to note that many of the constructic 
jobs would prepare individuals for the permanent vositions to be . 
ereated during the operating phase of the railroad that would follovwe 
‘This is especially important in the lh -W.T,. among native northerners 
who would be able to be trained for positions in the Mackenzie Hiver- 
Great Slave Lake en often near their present home communities where 
present welfare and unemployment rates are so enormously high. 

During this past year the oil and gas pipeline industry at first 
tried to attack the gas Liqguific process as being wmeconom 
even though I and others had pointed out that the heat: generated by 
this process would be an extremely valuable economic byproduct in the 
Mackenzie Delta and Northern flaska areas where present day energy 
requirements for domestic and industrial heating ond electric power 
production are enormous. 4lso there would be large refrigeration 
benefits that: would exist at the point where the Liquid fucl was 
regassifiede It was thus with ironic amusement that I recently read 
that the Canadian Arctic Gas Study Group now seriously fears that 
El Paso Natural Gas Company will obtain vermission to liquify gas 
in Alaska and transport it by tanker to the U.S. west coast. It is 
also interesting to note that Dr. Larry Bliss, LER Alberta Sees 
hired by the Oil and Gas pipeline people to Ninde ependentiy" look into 
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the pipeline vs. railroad controversy as part of a larger ecological 








+ ot > e aa b the 
D2 SO Lo aero eee: 


os 


ne, 
LiG® egies Oo ciao St 


¢ " <r) 3 this is 4 A | 16 wer { by <= : 


vitro of . ge Eia oes 


¢ oF ” 
4 
a +L - 
¥ 7 e — 
a in ETP ERS “wt 
Amo EEA i. 
pei 5 
& ae “a 
\ > ry yi it 
£ ¢ 
is 1} | aw a 
= 
fa. é e ‘ a 
eer BS Be 2 
y ; 
er , * 4 
t ; ate w i) be Fae A ot ’ 


u rr’ 
o BEY toes ot Bop & 


= 


; ‘aa 


ve 
project for the Gas Study Group was reported by the Edmonton Journal 
(July 18, 1973) as having admitted that "the construction of a rail- 
way would provide more permanent jobs and a better transportation 
system than a pipeline...” Boreas! he then added the rather curious 
remark that "4t- is highlv questionable that the northern native people 
would be available to take all the jobs created by a railway." and 
further that "thus the influx of the southern population to operate 
the railway might offset the advantages of the improved transport 
system." 

At the time of my metonts the federal government estimated that 
the total number of male natives between the ages of 14 and 64 in the 
North who were unemployed was "approximately 1500". To this already 
large number must be added many more thousands who are "underemployed" 
and who wouid flock to the type of permanent high paying employment 
offered by the proposed railroad. As ene a the Hay River “tiork Arctic’ 
experiment attracted and held the lerge majority of adult male native 
men in the community before it began to run out of money in the spring 
of 1972. In this successful experiment, even former drunkards proved 
that given the proper employment and treining setting, they too could 
become very effective and peaerere workers. Thus it was only when 
the money started to disappear and massive layoffs took place, thet 
eer aye yer native northerners begen to drift back to the "bush" 
and barse 

Also,as I pointed out in my report it is impossible for me to 
believe that the federal and territorial governments could not control 
the employment and job training situation so that northerners, both 
native and white,could be given ton priority in obtaining employment 


before workers coming into the North from the South. In my renort 
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I outlined one major proposal for solving this problem of meeting 
southern competition for jobs in the North but whether or not ny 
plan or another one is adopted,this problem is certainly not unsolvable. 

Also,it is hard for me to realize why Dr. Bliss feels that an 
influx of additional permanently employed southerners would be neces-~ 
sarily bad for the North since these people would help the North gain 
the political and economic independence from the federal governnient 
that many northerners both white and native have so long sought. I 
firmly believe that a larger population base would increase the jobs 
aveilable for present northerners both native and white not decrease 
them as Dr. Bliss so naively believes. Throughout the world rapidly 
developing economies that are diversified suffer from a chronic labor 
shortage not a labor surplus. In REL the pipeline would not 
bring in thousands of permanent: employees who would spend their money 
to build up all aspects of the local economy but instead would bring 
in thousands of temporary thigrant laborers who would take much of their 
money beck with them to the South while pouring most of thelr north~ 
ern-spent. money into prostitution, the bars,and liquor stores—in- 
dustries which prten prove to be much more of an economic liability 
And in terms of social.order, male workers bringing their families 
with them are far preferable to the typical transient single male 
workers that have so often plagued communities in the North in the 
past and that will again appear with the pipeline if it is built. 

6. From an ecological point of view as well as an economic one, 
building one railway that can be used for a multitude of purposes 


, 


and which can parallel the highway or even replace it, is clesriy 


= 


rereraple to the pbuilding of.one or possibly more senarate ninelines 
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on 
for gas, followed as now eeenec by a hot oil pipeline Coven if 
the Alaskan oil piveline is pitt). which will probably be followed 
by @ railway anyway as other northern resources such as minerals 
Bre covetoped— each requiring a somewhat different right of way. 
Not only would more direct environmental damage result from the clear- 
ing of a multitude of rights-of-way and the construction activities 
Pert owing. but the permafrost aceite especially in connection with 
the hot oil pipeline would continue to exist with the pipeline solu- 
tion. 

Here is where the pipeline peonle and their hired "ecologists" 
still press their most vigorous attack. Arguing against the vanes 
Dr. Bliss: in the article in the Edmonton Journal discussed earlier, 
states that "the chilled gas pipeline is environmentally superior." 

He argues that "the evidence we have seen from the railway to Churchill 
as well as railways in Alaska and Scandinavia asst that they take a 
terrific toll of wildlife." He goes on to say that "the railway 

along the Mackenzie would virtually block the natural migration route 
for caribou...!! and that "the noise of trains is considered much more 
damecing to the wildlife than the sound made by gas pumping stations 
that will be 50 miles or more apart.!! 

I would agree with all of these statements and other environmental 
ones he makes if we were only talking about a buried chilled gas 
pipeline but: as everyone now clearly realizes, we are really talking 


about,at the very least initially, a chilled gas pipeline paralleling 


2 
a major highway which will probably be completed Iong before’ a cubic 
foot of gas ever flows south. All the arguments Dr. Sliss uses against 


Pieeteiway return with 2 veneesace when we consider the hicshwey now 


being built by the Canadian government to "facilitate" the construction 
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10. 

of the piveline despite disclaimers by the pineline industry thet 
they really "need" the road. Thus,not. only will the highway need 
more fill than a railway but I suspect that it will be even 42 greater 
killer of wildlife and certainly of people. And one could hardly 
find a worse barrier to wildlife migration routes than a heavily 
traveled, very dusty road. Dr. Bliss states that one train every 
thirty minutes would be traveling on the railway but I doubt he could 
make such 2 long time interval claim for the finished Mackenzie High- 
WaVe Also, the snow banks along the railroad track would be minor 
compared to those along the highway and I suspect that the ice fog 
that would come with the railway would be a minor problem compared to 
the comparable ice fog that cars and trucks would create in the winter 
along the highway and the choking dust clouds that would smother the 
Semiey and surrounding area in the summer time. Obvicusly then with 
the pipeline~highway solution new proposed, the environmental costs 
will be higher than those associated with a railway which could very 
easily eliminate the need for both highway and pipelines. 

Dr.. Bliss argues that. in terms of safety "with respect to natural 
gas, I do not see any major environmental hazards associated with a 
pipeline leak." However, try telling that to the families of the 4 
people who were killed and the others who were injured in two sevarete 
pipeline exolosions reported in the Rdmonton Journel on Feb. 23, 19736 

Pe The last area the pipeline people always fall back to is 
the element of cost since they no longer can seriously argue tnat 
Ghe technolosy for building arctic railweys end for transvorting 
liguified natural gas does not now eet xt in a vroven form. However, 
Pesce pe saia at.this point in time that there is absolutely no 


proo;, that-the reilroad will increase the de 
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gas to the south by any substantial amount over that brought south 
if the pipeline solution is chosen. In fact, Robert L. Whitelaw, a 
Professor of Mechanical Engineering, who in 1972 completed a detailed 
study on a proposed oil and liquified natural gas railway from the 
Arctic stated that "such an alternative can not only deliver both 
fuels from the Arctic coast to Edmonton and even Chicago at less cost 
than pipelines, but can also serve to open up the resources of Alaska 
and the Canadian northwest in a way no other means can, by providing 
a railroad that pays its way from its very inception," 

ft is most unfortunate that. so much of our northern planning 
suffers from what Simon Ramo in his very important book entitled 
Cure for Chaos calls the "piecemeal approach" to development. planning. 
Thus it is time for us to wonder if what is best for pipeline construct: 
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end the Canadian 
people in general be they white or native. 

I get very discouraged at times when recent events seem to indi- 
cate that the Canadian government was not really serious when it seid 
in effect last winter that it would give equal study time to the 
railroad alternetive to the proposed pipeline before making its Final 


decision on Northern energy develonment. A letter to me this last 
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summer indicated that research funds to make the necessary furtner 


Saudies needed on the railroad option aonear to be quite scarce. 
Hopefully, this scholar who wrote to me from a major Canadien Universit: 
is merely unaware of other major studies being undertaken elsewnere 5 
Duo l must aamit thet I an rather pessimistic about this matter es- 


pecially in lisht of the hysteria now being genereted throughout 


co) 


j a 5 ar . Seat { TA. Daan taya ts] yy 
tne world over the so-called "onorgy crisis.'! Unfortunately, in 
tin sen Ver i PAs IG Cs RAS MEM ae een ae an a ae ee 
ames such 2s CaS, VerlLous ODDO LIAS YS Use Pest Ole COCE Ve we Cue Lior 


42 € y ey] 4 7Oo " 7 nat 


i ssa Cee oc it. ass 





‘ee. Tore a bs end 
Psi ms? 


=* 


zl Ni 


~—e 






aD? eae ari? obey 


enfleg iy aia 


i min te 
' iiss 
44 
Fs i@ 4 
‘ eh 
i ‘ 
“—- 
ar 
{ « 
f V } ‘ 
A \ i j a 
_ ~~ 
* 
P + *. 
v es a 
Ny 7 
a ok - 
J our + hy w — 


pes TRA ATS 





ie 


‘ i 


ree 





7 





é 


Satay 







Peery i wie 


4 ee ork 


Ye 


ee: 


2a) 


tee, 
Of crisis to push. through programs that in our sener moments we would 
never even consider. 

One of my former colleagues as part of a vicious personal attack 
on me in a public meeting in Ldmonton last February instead of ration-~ 
ally discussing the basic points I raised in my report accused me of 
bad scholarship and dishonorable mersonal motives in releasing the 
report. The Boreal Institute and Canadian Aretic Gas Study Group 
people stated that "portions" of mv report were deleted from their 
finel studv because they Naxceeded" the "study's terms of reference." 
Ana the Academic Vice President of the University of Alberta in spite 
of continual public statements about the sacred nature of academic 


freedom and the absence of secret social science rescarch at the 


University felt it necessary to apologize in a private letter. por- 
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im toe following words: 


Ou 


of Canadian Arctic Gas Study Limited. 


'Please accept our regrets for the publicity which accom 
panied and followed Dr. L. Stucki's presentation to the American 
Anthropological Association in Torontc, December lst. eee 

Al though the contract to which there was tentative esree- 
ment lest spring has not been formally concluded we have attempted 
to operate within the princivles established there, and expect 
you to do likewise. We think that Dr. Stucki's public statement 

» was in clear violation of that agreement, but since he is no . 
‘Longer’ en employee, he is beyond our control. I would be pleased 
to discuss whith you eny formal action which you think we should 
Far 
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teke under the terms of the letter of intent or of the agre 

The exact nature of the secret understanding thatthe University 
and Boreal Institute officials apparentiy reached without my know 
ledge with the Gas Study reople is contained in a letter from the 
Acting Director of the Boreal ™nstitute to the Members of the fdv risory 


Bosrg for the Eoreal Institute in which he states: 
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sented to the Anthropological Association, the charges made 

by the news media regarding suppression of our research anc the 

real concern as stated by the Canadian Arctic Gas Study Consortium 

for what they consicer to be a breach of one of the conditions 

of our contract with them: namely that the Boreal Institute 

or any person involved in the project would not release the 

study. or any part thereof, for a period of two years from 

October 31, 1972, unless Northwest Project Study Group shell 

have earlier filed the studv or report with any public authority, 
The Advisory Board asked that Dr. Grisdale and Mr. Jamieson 

express the views of the members to the Associate Vice-Fresident 

(Academic) and to discuss with him ways of appropriate action...» 


All of the above together with such ugly incidents as that which 


2 


occurred when my former colleague described carlier felt Lt neccessary 


to bring to the Fdmonton public meeting 2 Nvisiting scholar" from the 
U.S.A. to support his attack on my "lack of aeiteineesere con- 
tinued to bring me much more personal grief than honor. This so-called 
"scholar" who was mistakenly labeled by the Mdmonton Journel as a 
Wyisiting anthropologist" read a prepared but very vague and emotional 
attack against my speech after not even having been present in the 

room during a major portion of une speeche Finally, it is interesting 
to note that the completed Boreal Institute report although privately 
Circulated before my revort became public on Dec. I, 1972.,hes never 
publically "seen the light of day " as far as I know. However, after 
the release of my revised report, the Boreal Institute agreed to 
release the earlier typed first draft version of my report, the last 
part of which I hed completed on my own time and at my om expense 
and which they did not permit me even to proofread after typing or 
revise before I left their employment although they heave now said that 
I can,if Be wish, proofread and modify the original manuscript at my 
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now continues to haunt me occurred in the spring of 1972 while I was 
standing on the east bank of the Hay River talking to a native north- 
erner who had just returned from a discouraging day's labor at "Work 
Arctic"! where many of his friends had just learned that they were to 
be laid off because of a Tack of funds. Because of his superior 
work record he was to be spared in this first round of layoffs but 
he told me that he had decided not to return to work the next day 
even though he had never missed one day of work since the employnent 
and training project began. Why? He felt it would only be a matter 
of days before he too would receive the bad news. The next day ve 
stopped to talk to this same man as he staggered down the street very 
a@runk and demoralized. 

Many other conversations with extremely wise but sadly discouraged 
native northerners continually fiooa my mind but perhaps a remark 
made by Chief Charlie Barnaby of Fort Good Hope to Commissioner Stuart 
Hodgson in late 1971 best sums up why I did what I felt I had to with 
Pespect: to my revorts 

“Last year pipeline people took some of us to the test 

site, and gave us cake and ice cream. They asked how it was. 

We said good, but. I bet we don't see any of it once the pipeline 

is ines.” 

In 1965 a code of individual professional ethics was pronosed 
for the membership of the American Anthropological Association wnich 
emong many other items included the following three statements: 

I. "There is an obligation to reflect on the foreseeable 
repercussions of research and publication on the general population 
being studied..!! 
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re 
to be affected." 

3. "Tn accordance with the Association's general position on 
clandestine and secret: research, no reports should be provided to 
sponsors that ere not also available to the general public and where 
practicable, to the population studied." 

Hopefully we who like to call ourselves humanitarians as well 
as scientists will have sonething better to offer the native people 
of the North than welfare checks, plentiful beer, end birth control 
pills to keep down their reproductive rate. 

It was a difficult. deci 1 for me to make the final reconmend= 
ations toat L did in my report to the Boreal Institute since the 
Mmetitute had for several years been having a great deal of trouble 
in attracting major research funding before it approached the oil and 
Bac industry in late 1971. However, although I realized in September 
1972 that my findings and conclusions would not be those desired br 
the industry, I felt that I had to make them to be true to my own 
conscience. This I did with full knowledge that some of my colleagues 
on the project would feel greatly threatened by my actions since 


‘ 


the pipeline industry might 
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further research founding and rapport with 
vanish es a consequence of the public disclosure of the contents of 
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and-almost all other individuals .it#ith whom I have communicated both 
in and out of universities in Canada and the U.S, have been solidly 
bebind my decision to release ma Dec. 3.91972 renort, In particular, 
I am especially pleased at the sunvort I heave received from many 
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in any way that I can in the dark days which still lie ahead of then. 
Sey I continue to hope and pray that Canadians as a whole 
will use this one remaining golden opportunity to develop their north- 
ern frontier by constructing the viable economic base that oil and 
gas can help finance. To do otherwise will further subordinate 
Canada. economically and politically to the "colossus to the south't 
and once more verify the generalization made by Roy Rappaport (para- 
phrasing Ramon Margalef) to the effect that: i 
Weee in exchanges among systems differing in complexity of 
organization the flow of material, information and energy is 


usually from the less highly organized to the more highly or- 
ganized."" (Scientific American, Sept. 1971) 
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